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The 11th DMZ International Documentary Film Festival Overall Review

]

27|37 (M) T2 <143 Afotat AEZ|E>YLTH S0 e Fot oy, 22 dE7t 29
]

BO|2E0| 0 Y3}

HARREEY +dH2 <FtE, HEN 232le =AYUCE 3tAo 2dst ZZHo| FXtet

HE2|AESO| XEHQ Y0| 7I58 7t22| Q22 Lds A2(BAM, SAIH ZA|2F AHZFT0| 7

3ol AALQIITi0| SHolZsln A4S RES <at@soLch MEX ChFUE (o FAS E&sin
Qe, ZtziEo| 1 MEHOl KEolgks oM SWOIFELIC

International Competition

White Goose Award, the Grand Prize of the festival goes to 743 Sahara Street A loving portrait of a
fiercely independent woman and her roadside teahouse in the Algerian desert, filled with respectful

human interaction and shot in a perfect observational distance with striking camerawork.

Special Jury Award goes to Kabul, City in the Wind. A documentary of the precarious daily life in Kabul,
always in the shadows of past violence and constant threat of terrorist attacks, with revealing details that

show the resilience of the city and its residents.

We would like to make our special mention for LAPU. Sensuous and experimental, the film pushes the

boundaries of conventional documentary.

by International Competition Jury Members
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Asian Competition

This Festival is located at a very special place full of history. Also the movies, that we had the great
opportunity to watch, brought us to interesting places around Asia. We could experience and discover
different ways of life. All the films are told in such a personal way, that they opened up for universal

matters and interpretations.

Whom do you know better than your family? Whom do you hate and love more at the same time ? What

is more personal than putting your camera in your own living room?

In About love, a house somewhere in Mumbai becomes an universal place. We could see the meaning of
family through eating, sleeping, shouting and laughing. We admire the motivation and patience of the
young director Archana PHADKE who shows us what is love, home, marriage, what is death and what is

life.

by Asian Competition Jury Members
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Korean Competition

As the judges of the 11th DMZ International Documentary Film Festival, we applaud the directors and
crew who have completed the courageous and devoted works with diverse issues that are insightful about
Korean society. Ten selected works of this year presented the landscape of Korean documentary in a
broader range, from political issues to personal and experimental films. The aesthetic attempts and efforts
to find new styles also stood out, which proved that we could foresee the bright future of the upcoming
Korean documentaries. We also would like to tell you that although we could not award all the works,

that does not mean that the judges did not resonate with each work.

Best Korean Documentary Award goes to Shadow Flowers. The film captures the life of a woman who

has a politically complicated status in the fast-changing inter-Korean relations. The judges agreed
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unanimously to select this film and pay homage to the boldness of the director and the crew. The film
conveyed the irony of a family being separated against their will, while keeping them coexist in the film
beyond the border between North and South. It is the film that never existed before and showed the

essence of a documentary film. And it is also a courageous work that shows the way we should go.

Special Jury Award goes to Evaporated. This is the film with heavy contemplation, following the lives of
people who experienced a sudden disappearance of a family member. It depicts the courage to overcome
tragedy by capturing their lives long after the disappearance, not when the incident happened. We want

to express more significant support as it is the work of a young director.

by Korean Competition Jury Members
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ADF Feature Documentary Award - Over the Rainbow

Over the Rainbow is full of affection to remember the beginning of Zainichi Korean School in Japan
about 70 years ago. With the solidarity, we applaud the bright-faced young people and the blood, sweat,

and tears of Korean Japanese who want to protect the Korean language and the school in crisis.

by Korean Competition Jury Members
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Shorts Competition

The jury would like to recognize three films out of 20 short films in competition for successfully elevating
individual experience into the common, contemporary and shared field of social emotion. All three films
hold on to cinema as the language of our time in seeking catharsis from the increasingly conflicted

worlds of human relations and processes.

The two ADF short documentary awards are given to Room 19 and The Sea Recalls for their deep
understanding of the ethic and essence of documentary expressed with sharpness and confidence, yet

without pretension, in universally affective cinematic elements.

In Room 179 Imagery glides in humaneness and philosophy while the soundscape does not only deliver
emotions but ground the film to the visceral. In its beauty, deep pain that is relevant to world politics
from the Asian experience in the West oozes with such control, that we are not simply carried in it but

also encounter once again the concentrated power of cinema in short form.

The Sea Recalls navigates with delicateness and humility the inherent ethical issues in a documentary
dealing with real people and the filmmaker’s own family. In the sensitive space of family, home and death,
the filmmaker takes his time to unravel an inner feeling, with honesty and warmth, without selfishness,

expanding a family's confrontation of its past into a consoling universal embrace.

The Special Mention is given to Hand, Remember, Mosaic for pushing the boundaries of what and who
cinema addresses. Beyond a story of trauma told in the personal voice, it is an attempt to shout out to a
world that often does not listen, to time which wouldn't stop, to the unfathomable finality of death. The
jury thinks that this film is an act of hope which, in solidarity as fellow women documentary filmmakers,
we would like to give a welcome hand to. This film gives light to how the fluid and cruel political history
in South Korea can flood through the fragility of singular human bodies and leave lasting traces that can

only yearn for healing.

by Shorts Competition Jury Members
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Youth Film Showcase

First of all, we would like to thank the Youth Film Showcase directors and the DMZ International
Documentary Film Festival who allowed us to watch the seven films. All the works clearly described the
worries and awareness of problems that the youth have in their own colors with the themes and materials
exactly fit to the works. In that sense, all seven works selected for the Youth Competition were excellent

and significant.

Prior to making the decision, the two judges agreed that different judging criteria should be applied to
the Youth Competition. We shared the importance of unfolding their own story in their original ways,
even if the films are not well-organized like the works of professionals. And we also paid attention to the
ways of observing of 'oneself' and society, creative ways of unfolding themes, and the attitude as a

documentary filmmaker facing issues.

Considering above, we selected director LEE Sung-bin's The Awkwardness of a Room for Muhan-
sangsang Award. The story was quite impressive as the director attempts to expand his awkward
relationship with his father from the problem of 'me' to 'me and my father.' For Sangsang-l-sang Award,
we selected About Q by director JEONG Soo-in, which carefully and boldly presented the story of a
sexual minority Q in church. The Special Mention is for Day, Footprint by director KIM Hee-jun. It
describes the director's dream and determination to become a film director by following a friend's day
who wants to be a skateboarder. For Jayu-yeonsang Award, we selected the following films. A Man of
National Merit by SA Jin-young depicts the pain of war along with the history of the family. Find Lost
Pieces by director LEE Hyeonjeong and her team is about a cheerful and practical journey to find the
meaning of 'children' songs' with |. 304 Stars by director YUE Si-on firmly stated a strong message of
'Never forget Sewol Ferry." And The Fan by director JEONG Ho-eun captured the fans who fell in love,

based on the affection for fandom culture.

Finally, we applaud the directors of the seven films in Youth Film Showcase with support and
encouragement. During the process, we started to sincerely sympathize and root for the director's worries
and lives described in the films. We would like to express our deepest appreciations to the directors once
again, who came to us with the works. | will finish the review in anticipation of seeing you with new works

someday.

by Youth Film Showcase Jury Members
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Special Award

The documentary films introduced in Korean Competition and Korean Docs Showcase this year showed us
countless aspects of Korean society through the accumulated layers of physical time. This raises a serious

question that we should think now in 2019: '"What will we remember and what points to look back at?'

We can't change society with a documentary, but we believe it will be a starting point for initiating such a

change.

We believe that the true meaning of Special Award is to support and encourage the filmmakers who are
working on their works, not to distinguish the superiority of the works. We would like to ask you to praise

the selected works and your solidarity and support for the works that were not chosen this time.
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Brave New Docs Award is for the films showed courage and conviction through cinematic practice, and it
went to Ordinary Life, -70. The captures the minds of residents who struggled against building power
transmission tower in Miryang, which was remembered only as an event. Beautiful New Docs Award is for
the film with aesthetic experiments and outstanding visuals. This year, it went to Under-ground which
brought the historical spirits into the empty space of the past, that has turned into just a tourist
destination. Evaporated was selected for Emerging Documentary Filmmaker Award as it warmly observed

and recorded the pain that a family is going through because of an incident that people can never deal

with.
by Special Award Jury Members
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Supporting Theatrical Release Award - Shadow Flowers

The narrative of Shadow flowers has inspiring sentiments and stories that can reach even the generations
who never experienced the separated families of North and South Korea. As the protagonist says that we

can't meet now but soon we will, we hope that the film could be released and meet the audience soon.

by Korean Competition Jury Members
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Supporting Theatrical Release Award - O/d Fighter's Story

With a balanced and warm view, the film depicts a life story of two teachers, KIM Dong-ae and KIM
Young-gon. They have struggled for 12 years in a street tent demanding the reinstatement of the
teaching position for part-time lecturers in university. The film describes the resistant lives and beliefs of
the teachers, and it also has the timeliness as it covers the new 'Legislation for part-time lecturers' which
was implemented last August. The scenes captured through detailed observations are aesthetically

pleasing and showed outstanding work depicting the complex characters.

The judges selected the film as if we put a mast on an artistically outstanding work that is hard to reach
the audience in the market. We hope that this film will meet more audiences while theaters can serve as a

forum for public discussions.

by Special Award Jury Members
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DMZ Arts Contribution Award - Director of Photography, Nocturne

At one point, it was mostly the power of photography that made the audience immerse in protagonists as
the story unfolds. The natural cinematography helped the audience to hopefully observe the conflicts of

the family, in the space surrounding Sung-ho.

by Korean Competition Jury Members
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